Matthew 8 (5-13) What faith! What authority! What a warning!

When we were very young we clung to every wordmarents said, didn’t
we? We used to bombard them with questions |€ffit iagpd centre. | know
me and my brothers and sister did. Children araisive little things,
aren’t they? (Or is ‘annoying’ the word?!) Theytjwsant to know the
answers, everything is new and needs explainings@ans like:If you

drop bread, why does it always land butter siderdoWhy do we drive on
the left hand side of the road when everyone disesion the right? Why
does cabbage taste so awful? Why does grandméaé¢akeeth out at night?
Why can’t we eat flowers?

And our parents — because they want to be helpfilealucational — give
us answers, and we believe them. We take whatsiéneyThey are the
founts of all knowledge, as far as we’re concerridoky’'ve been there,
done it, got the wisdom.

It's only later that we find out that they said fiirst thing that came into
their head, sounds believable, sometimes it wdi sgmetimes it wasn't.
Children don’t know the difference. The trust wagad in our parents, and
they just wanted us to stop asking impossible dquesitAs long as it
sounded good, we’d believe it. How gullible we dnén were! Misplaced
trust, misplaced faith.

We’'re going to see this morning that faith in JeGtisist, the Son of God,
who loved us, died for us and rose again victorfousis is never
misplaced.

| want us to read an account of someone who foladhtis faith was
rewarded, not misplaced. Let’s read of the faitla &oman centurion, and
we find it in Matthew’s gospel, chapter 8 and verSe- 13. [Read]

We’'re going to look briefly at the people mentiortexte — we’re going to
look at the faith of the centurion, the authorifydesus, and then the
warning to those who were there listening to arangewhat happened that
day.What faith! What authority! What a warning!

In the chapters just previous to this, Jesus has teaching those who
were following him about the kingdom of God, andaivhh means to be a
true follower of Christ.
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At the beginning of Chapter 5 we reathen He saw the crowds, he went
up on a mountainsidgethis so he could teach them all.

In chapter 8:1 we redtlvhen he came down from the mountainside, large
crowds followed Him’'The verses in between we refer to as the ‘Semmnon
the Mount’. You'll be glad to hear | don’t intentithis stage to give a
summary of it! But Jesus is teaching whoever wsteln — and there were
many - about the kingdom of God. In the passagesad just now He
arrives at the town of Capernaum, just north ofSka of Galilee, which

has become His ‘home base’ for the three yeargofithistry.

1. Lets look firstly at the centuriokiVhat faith!

Verse 5 saysWhen Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion tame
him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my serval¢s at home paralysed
and in terrible suffering.’

This man was a Roman centurion. The Romans weesl gt the Jews at
that time because they were the occupying fores, tppressed and
controlled the people of Israel at that time. Heswwacenturion, in charge of
about 100 Roman soldiers. The Jews were expectitiggawho would
come in power to overthrow the Romans and who wéelkel them from the
oppression of the RomanEkhis centurion recognised thesal King of the
Jews, the One who came to bring tlsalvation. He came to Jesus.

Now, there were so many obstacles which could Baygped this man
from coming to ask help from Jesus:
» his pride — a soldier with standing and responigjhia respected job
to do in the area, proud to be serving Caesar;
= self-sufficiency — he was a powerful man - showdole depending on
the help of alew?;
» language — would he know what to say?;
= culture — this could have stopped him, shouldn’hee been relying
on the tried and tested traditions of bvgn people? The centurion
was a Gentile, not a Jew;
= what would the people think — ‘does anything gooohe from
Rome? Why should this Roman comaugdfor help?’
= distance and time — too far to go, and any waydteéhjob to do, he
just didn’t have the time;
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None of these barriers blocked the centurion cortontesus. He came to
Jesus with urgency. He had a need, or rather hiasiedid, and he came to
Jesus for help. He knew where to go, he kmdw could help him.

What about us? When we have a need, where do wBge& know who
to turn to? How do we approach God? Do we come wigiency? Or do
we fall at the hurdles — pride (we don’t really dédwlp); self-sufficiency
(we can get through on our own); language (I dkntw how to ask);
culture (let’s try other practical solutions firsge if they help); other
people (what would they think if they knew | pragg¢ddistance and time (I
can’'t get along today — too far, no time). Whapstas from coming to
Jesus when we have a need? Perhaps it's ahesdthings — perhaps it's
something else. They are hurdles, but we must oveechem.

Whatever hurdles the centurion had to overcomeljsheHe came to Jesus.
He came to Jesus because no doubt he had healdhtd@sus had done as
he had gone around Galilee. We read in chapterse\&tNews about
Jesus spread all over Syria, and people broughiroall who were ill with
various diseases, those suffering severe painje¢hson-possessed, the
epileptics and the paralytics, and he healed them.’

He heard what Jesus was doing, ballevedHe was the Son of God, he
recognised who Jesus was. So he came to Jesuaidricdbsd’ (verse 6).

In Luke’s account of this event in chapter 7, hgsgat the centurion
loved the Jewish nation and had built their synagog he recognised that
the Jews had God’s message of salvation. He cadestes and saitord’.

He came to Jesus with humility. Vers&l&sus said to him, “I will go and
heal him.” The centurion replied, “Lord, | do noederve to have you come
under my roof. But just say the word ...”

We might not want visitors to come to our house beedtis always in a
mess! But the centurion feels he is natrthy for the Son of God to come
under his roof, because that is who He is. Thesleeliders in Luke’s
account think hés worthy because of his kind treatment of the Jendstas
kindness towards his own servant, but more imptytaesusconsiders

him worthy — he says straight away that he willagaol heal the servant — no
thought of ‘this is only a Gentile, a Roman, anmsgor’ — noall are

worthy of a visit from Jesus.
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When we come to Jesus in prayer, do we come withlhy? | think we
have to strike a real balance here: Hebrews 4:\% ‘&t us approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we magiremercy and find
grace to help us in our time of neeWe can approach God boldly, in
confidence that Havants us to speak to him. We are God'’s adopted
children — he wants us to approach him, to expwas$ove for him in
asking for his help. But we must also remember #yxaho it is we're
approaching — almighty God, who was and is and ever shalthmeOne
who paid the price for our salvation, all-power@God.

Come to Jesus, come to God in confidence, butavith and humility.

The centurion does ke comes with confidenc&ut just say the word, and
my servant will be healedverse 8.For | myself am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me. | tell this of@p,” and he goes; and
that one ‘Come,’ and he comes. | say to my serviaotthis,” and he does
it.”

He recognises who Jesus is, he knows he is thefS8od as he claims to
be, and because he is the Son of God he has autbeerall things —
more about that in a moment. The centurion hawnidéeld amount of
authority over his soldiers; he himself is a mademthe authority of
Caesar — he knows how it works, he knows that throaathority are to be
obeyed.

All things are under the authority of God. The cean recognises that
Jesus has that authority — he just needs to sayd and the iliness of his
servant will be gone. Jesus doesn’t even need to tiee servant =. just
say the word, and my servant will be heale®hat faith! Jesus says in
verse 10;l tell you the truth, | have not found anyone sndel with such
great faith.’Such great faith. JC Ryle in his commentary sagsfdith is a
precious gift of God, and like all precious thingsch faith is rare — that’s
why Jesus is astonished here. The centurion caméssus for help, he
comes with urgency, in humility but with great caoleihce in the authority
and power of Jesus to answer his need. This I# fait

But of course faith is useless if it is placedhr tvrong thing. If | have a
migraine, and it's making me feel dizzy and nausethere’s no point
going to the cupboard and finding a plaster togsuimy head! A plaster
may be good for putting on cuts, helping the skihéal, but it'll do
nothing for my migraine. 4
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2. | mentioned just now that the centurion pldusdrust in Jesus because
Jesus haall authority . When sending out his disciples in Matthew chapter
28 and verse 18 he sayall authority in heaven and earth has been given
to me.’

All authority — not some authority, not just oveetwest, not just over
Europe, not just over Christian countries, but atethe world. Do you
believe that?

All authority — not just over nice people, not jaser friendly people, not
just over attractive people, but over horrible deppver unattractive
people, over the most sinful even murderous peepieer all people
everywhere. Do you believe that?

All authority — not just over temporary illnessast just over colds, not just
over headaches, but over cancer, over Parkinsoves,Multiple Sclerosis.
Do you believe that?

The centurion did. He believes that Jesus has atytho heal his servant,
the authority to say the word and his servant belhealed. With us, saying
something may be completely different from doingsthing; but with
Jesus saying and doing are one — he says the wdndlia done. And in
verse 18 of Matthew chapter 8 we readhis servant was healed at that
very hour.” Jesus said the word and the servant was healed.

We are privileged to have the Bible in its fullnessw) the centurion didn't.
We can now read in John’s gospki,the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was Gdglod spoke a word, and
creation came into being. In Colossians 1 and viEgsésays of JesuBy
Him all things were created: things in heaven ancearth ..; all things

were created by him and for hindésus is the Word of God, through him
everything was createdll authority is given to him.

As we read through the New Testament we see Jesumlawith authority
over all things — he heals the sick and dying,reed the demon possessed,
he saves those facing punishment and death, heraseis from the dead.
He says a word and it happens. He spoke and the &diw, the crippled
jumped for joy.What authority! He has ultimate authority over all things.
Why? Because his the Son of God.
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The people who saw his dealings with people anddhaian teaching were
amazed at his authority — for example we read ittidav chapter 7:28,
‘When Jesus had finished saying these things,rtheds were amazed at
his teaching, because he taught as one who haaatyth

Even the winds and waves obeyed him — with a werdtiled the seas.

Jesus had authority over death — no-one else thoutdpistory, as far as |
know — has been able to lay down his life, and talkp again. What
authority!

The other side of the coin is that Jesus also knvalennot to exercise his
authority — he could have said a word and savedélinfrom the Cross -

all the suffering, the pain, the anguish. He cdwdge spared himself all
that torment with just one word — he could hav@gea evil men
conspiring against him — he had the authority. &ld sothing, he remained
silent. This is Jesus, the Son of G&d| authority in heaven and earth has
been given to me.’

Surely if we know Jesus, if we know who he is, & linow that all
authority is given to him, this should encouragefaith, it should make us
more confident, more expectant as we approachtinayer. What effect
does it have on our lives? Do we reddhyow God? The centurion
believed, he trusted, he had faith — what about us?

We've seen then the faith of the centurion — Wh#ahf We've seen the
authority of Jesus at work - What authority!

3. But | can’t leave this passage there. After cemading the centurion for
his strong faith, Jesus goes on to say in vers#é 4dy to you that many

will come from the east and the west, and will tiiagr places at the feast
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom ofveeaBut the subjects
of the kingdom will be thrown outside into the das, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

This would have come as a hammer blow to the Jé&liasit a warning! to
them, but also to us now. God had always been ttedtIsrael, they were
his special people. Jesus lived amongst the Jewstwh earth. He came
to the Jews, he ministered to the Jews. The fistls was that Jesus
accepted the faith of this Roman centurion — a J®n:- What? The
kingdom of God was to include Gentiles? 6

1) '

"~y Toremove this watermark, please license this product at www.pdfconverter.com

I



Jesus says in verse 10 that he had not seen sticmfesrael — a non-Jew
outdoing Jews in believinthpeir God? How could it be? What a shock to
the Jews who were listening — this whsir faith, their God.

But even worse was to come:

Jesus saysMany from the east and west will take their placeshatfeast’
the centurion is not just a one off — there willmbany non-Jews welcomed
into the kingdom of God.

This will have raised more than eye-brows, anddume it will have started
a lot of heated debate in the crowd as they listdaelesus.

But Jesus isn’t finished yet:

We read in verse 12But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown
outside into the darkness, where there will be wepepand gnashing of
teeth.’l think that there will have been a deadly siletwstart with when
they heard Jesus say this. “What do you mean, 3&augects of the
kingdom thrown out? What do you mean? Do yeally mean that some of
us — some of God’s own people — will be thrown ddigiv can that be? We
are God’s people — always have been, always will be

Even if they could accept that others would beuded in the kingdom of
God, they couldn’t accept that some Jevan't be accepted. What a
warning! But it's not the first time that Jesus lgagen this warning: Look
at Matthew chapter 7 and verse ANgt everyone who says to me

“Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven, boihly he who does the
will of my Father who is in heavenOnly he who does the will of God — in
other words trusts in the saving work of JesushenGross and in his
resurrection — only he will enter the kingdom ofdso

I’m sure you know the parable of the two men reedrth chapter 7, verses
24 to 27: One man built his house on sand, the atheock. When the
rains and wind came, the house on the sand wa®dedt while the other
house stood because it had its foundation on ttle Build on the rock —
have your faith in Jesus — and you will enter timgéom of God.

Well, what about the rest? At the Men’s Conventast month | learnt
something new and startling — the single thing fesus is recorded as
talking most about in the gospels, is what happeisose who do not put
their trust in him as Lord and Saviour. Aassusspoke about it a lot, we
mustn’t avoid it — it's easy to do. 7
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They are going to hell. Into the darkness, a plalcere there will be
weeping and gnhashing of teeth. A place devoid ldigddt, because God is
not there. A place with no love, because God ig|@nd he’s not going to
be there. A place of pain, because God is not ttoeheal. A place of
weeping and gnhashing of teeth, because God ih\act to comfort.

What a warning to those who are not in the kingdoiinose listening to
Jesus that day couldn’t assume they were in thgdkim because their
people were God’s people, not because they hamfetl the Jewish
traditions. Likewise today we can’t think we’re@vod’s kingdom because
our parents are. It's not because we come to chewehy week. It's not
because we meet and talk to other Christians.

Only those who do the will of God the Father, othlgse who build their
foundation on the Rock of God, on Jesus will becawled into the
kingdom of God.

Are you trusting in Jesus as the only way to he@v2a you trust in him as
your Lord and Saviour? Then rejoice! Be full of j@e thankful to God!
Because he has saved you from eternal darknesg.ghétwe, what mercy.
If he has donéhat for you, surely you can have faith in him for ether
things. Rejoice!

Let’s round this all off then. We’ve seen the pow€tfaith — the Roman
centurion coming to Jesus, with urgency but in hitynin confidence and
expectation VWhat faith!He came with faith because he recognised that
Jesus is the Son of God, and that he, Jesus has pod authority over all
things in heaven and earth¥hat authority!Because Jesus has supreme
authority we can — like the centurion — place @uthfin Jesus. Buvhat a
warningto people — heaven is the place where we are ingadly if we

put our faith and trust in the One who has authi@atsave - Jesus, the only
One who is able to get us there.

Romans chapter 10 say$,you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him fritva dead, yowill be
saved. ... There is no difference between Jew &mdil€ — the same Lord is
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on hifat, “Everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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